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Booklist 

 
 

Books are a special way to stay connected with your child. Choose books that are not too long, are age 
appropriate, and that you enjoy. Have fun yourself: Your enthusiasm will be contagious and the children 
will learn that it can be fun to read because you are their reading role model. Interact and involve your 
child in the story. Read with rather than to your child and remember that if you like the book you are 
reading, your child will like it too! 
 
“Parents play roles of inestimable importance in laying the foundation for learning to read. A parent is a child’s first 
tutor in unraveling the fascinating puzzle of written language. A parent is a child’s one enduring source of faith that 
somehow, sooner or later, he or she will become a good reader.”

  

–Richard C. Anderson 

Please see United through Reading recommended Book List below 

 

Recommended Children's Booklist by Topics with Ages 

CLASSICS   

Ape in a Cape:  an Alphabet of Odd Animals-Eichenberg 2-8 
Are You My Mother?-Eastman 4-7 
Ask Mr. Bear-Flack 2-6 
Big Red Barn-Brown, Margaret Wise 2-5 
Blueberries for Sal-McCloskey 5-9 
Caps for Sale-Slobodkina 3-7 
The Cat in the Hat-Seuss 4-8 
Charlotte’s Web-White 6-10 
Chicken Soup with Rice-Sendak 4-7 
The Chronicles of Narnia-Lewis 9-12 
Clifford Grows Up-Bridwell 3-6 
Corduroy-Freeman 4-6 
Curious George-Rey 2-7 
Frog and Toad are Friends-Lobel 4-7 
Golden Egg Book-Brown (1990 Edition) 3-6 
Goodnight Moon-Brown 0-3 
Henny Penny-Galdone 4-7 
It Looked Like Spilt Milk-Shaw 3-7 
Julie of the Wolves-George 8-12 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe-Lewis 8-12 
Little Bear-Minarik 3-7 
The Little Engine That Could-Piper 4-8 
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Little House in the Big Woods-Wilder 7-10 
The Little House-Burton 4-7 
Madeline-Bemelmans 4-8 
Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel-Burton 4-8 
Millions of Cats-Gag 4-7 
Miss Nelson is Missing-Allard 5-8 
The Mitten-Brett 4-8 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh-O’Brien 9-12 
Over in the Meadow-Langstaff 1-6 
Paddington Bear-Bond 4-8 
Robert the Rose Horse-Heilbroner (1990 updated ed.) 4-6 
Rosie’s Walk-Hutchins 0-5 
Runaway Bunny-Brown 0-4 
Snowy Day-Keats 2-8 
The Story About Ping-Flack & Wiese 3-8 
The Story of Ferdinand-Leaf 0-4 
The Three Little Pigs-Galdone 4-8 
The Trumpet of the Swan –White 7-12 
Where the Sidewalk Ends-Silverstein 2-10 

 
CELEBRITY WRITERS 
America:  A Patriotic Primer-Lynne Cheney 6-12 
The Brand New Kid-Katie Couric 3-8 
Coat of Many Colors-Dolly Parton 4-8 
The English Roses-Madonna 6-10 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears-Pam Tillis 3-7 
I Already Know I Love You-Billy Crystal 4-8 
I’m a Manatee-John Lithgow 5-8 
I’m Gonna Like Me: Letting Off a Little Self-Esteem   Jamie Lee Curtis 4-8 
The Jolly Mon-Jimmy Buffet 5-10 
Just the Two of Us-Will Smith 4-8 
Little Red-Sarah Ferguson 3-6 
Mr. Peabody’s Apples-Madonna 6-12  
The Mystery of Mars-Sally Ride 10+ 
Please, Baby, Please-Spike Lee 0-4 
Pondlarker-Fred Gwynne 4-8 
The Remarkable Farkle McBride-John Lithgow 4-10 
Splat!  The Tale of a Colorful Cat-Jane Seymour 4-8 
To Space and Back- Sally Ride  8+ 
Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods That Make My Day- Jamie Lee Curtis 4-8 
 
BEDTIME 
I Hate to Go to Bed-Davis (bedtime) 0-4 
Time for Bed-Fox (bedtime) 5-8 
Under the Bed-Bright (bedtime) 2-6 
Goodnight Caterpillar, the Ultimate Bedtime Story -Lite (bedtime) 3-7 
 
FEARS  
Alexander the Dragon-Holabird  (fears) 4-8 
Bunny My Honey-Jeram  (lost child)2-6 
Darkness and the Butterfly-Grifalconi (fears) 4-8 
Go Away, Big Green Monster-Emberley (fears )0-6 
Harry and the Terrible Whatzit-Gackenbach (fears) 4-7 
Holes and Peeks-Jonas (fears) 1-4 
Thunder Cake-Polacco (fears) 4-8 
When I Feel Scared-Spelman (fears) 1-6 
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SEPARATION  ISSUES 
A Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories-Peck (family separation) 10-12 
Robert Lives With His Grandparents-Hickman (family problems cause separation) 6-12 
Walk Two Moons-Creech (family separation) 9-12 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY  
Alfie Gets in First-Hughes (locked door) 3-6 
Barney Says, “Play Safely”-Larsen (bike & playground safety) 4-7 
How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?-Yolen (sick child) 4-8 
One Monkey Too Many-Koller (safety) 3-7 
Willy the Wimp-Browne (problem-solving/bullying) 5-9 
Shortcut-Crews (railroad safety) 4-10 
 

FRIENDSHIPS 
My Friend Rabbit-Rohmann (problem friendship) 3-6 
 
NEIGHBORS AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
Building a House-Barton (new home) 2-5 
 
BABIES AND TODDLERS 
I’m a Big Brother or I’m a Big Sister-Cole (new baby)1-6 
One Little Spoonful-Aliki  (toddler eating) 1-3 
Pain and the Great One-(little brother, big sister) 4-8 
Please, Baby, Please-Lee (toddler/mother) 0-4 
A Pocket Full of Kisses-Penn (baby/big brother) 4-8 
Twinnies-Bunting  (twin babies) 4-8 
What’s Your Name from Ariel to Zoe-Sanders 
choosing a child’s name) 4-10 
Catch the Baby-Kingman (toddler) 2-5 
 
ADOPTION  
Allison-Say (adoption) 4-7 
I love You Like Crazy Cakes-Lewis (Asian adoption) 5-8 
 
 
BI-RACIAL 
Black, Right, Just Right!-Davol (bi-racial family) 3-8 
 
HOUSEFIRE 
A Chair for My Mother-Williams (house fire) 4-8 
 
DAYCARE, PRESCHOOL AND SCHOOL 
Good Luck, Mrs. K.-Borden (teacher illness) 6-11 
My Name is Yoon-Recorvits (new country, new school) 5-9 
Milly, Molly and Jimmy’s Seeds-Pittar (death of classmate) 5-10 
Will You Come Back for Me? Tompert (separation) 3-5 
My Name is Maria Isabel-Ada (moving to new school) 8-12 
 
HOMELESSNESS 
December-Bunting (homelessness) 6-10 
Home is Where We Live:  Life in a Shelter Through a Young Girl’s Eyes-Kimiko 
(life in a shelter) 3-10 
Trupp-Cannon (homelessness) 4-8 
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FAMILY AND FAMILY ISSUES 
The Big Red Barn-Bunting (stepmother/house fire)6-10 
Boomer’s Big Day-McGeorge (dog & family move)4-8 
Dinosaurs Divorce:  A Guide for Changing Families- Brown (divorce) 6-12 
Grandma’s Beach-Beardshow (parent’s broken promise) 2-8 
Gregory the Terrible Eater-Sharmat 4-8 
Harriet You’ll Drive Me Wild!-Fox (mother/child) 0-4 
Hugs, Hugs, Hugs and Kisses, Kisses, Kisses-Miglis (family love) 3-7 
Just the Two of Us-Smith (divorced father/son) 4-8 
Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs-dePaola (death of grandmother) 4-8 
Night Noises-Fox (grandmother’s surprise party) 4-8 
No Jumping on the Bed-Arnold (apartment living) 4-8 
Mommy Doesn’t Know My Name-Williams (pet names) 2-5 
Moving-Rogers (moving) 2-8 
Room for Stepdaddy-Cook (stepfather) 3-7 
Saying Goodbye to Grandma-Thomas (death of grandmother) 7-10 
Seal Surfer-Foreman (handicapped child) 5-9 
Slither McCreep and His Brother Joe-Johnson (sharing) 5-7 
The Wednesday Surprise-Bunting (grandmother learns to read) 6-12 
What Do You Do, Dear?-Joslin (manners) 4-8 
What Do You Say, Dear?-Joslin (manners) 4-8 
Wishes for You-Tobias (family love) 2-8 
What Shall We Do with the Boo-Hoo Baby? (baby traits) 1-6 
What’s the Matter with Henry? – Conheim & Gallagher (6-12) 
 
MATURING 
Arnold-Inkpen (thumb-sucking) 2-5  
Barney Says, “Please and Thank You”-White(manners) 3-5 
Being Helpful-Berry (helping at home) 3-6 
Bread and Jam for Frances-Hoban (fussy eater) 4-7 
Clean Your Room, Harvey Moon-Cummings (cleaning) 4-7 
Clifford’s Manners-Bridwell (manners) 4-6 
Cosmo Zooms-Howard (talents) 3-7 
Dirt Boy-Slangerup (bathing) 3-8 
Ella Sarah Gets Dressed-Chodos-Irvine  
(unusual clothing likes) 4-8 
Gregory the Terrible Eater-Sharmat (eating) 4-8 
The Handmade Alphabet-Rankin (American Sign Lang.)4-8 
Happy, Mad, Silly, Sad-Amaral (moods) 0-5k 
How are You Peeling? Foods with Moods-Treymann and Elffers  4-8 
I Can-Oxenbury  (talents) 0-4 
I Just Forgot-Mayer (maturing) 3-6 
I Like Myself-Beaumont (maturing) 3-6 
If You’re Happy and You Know It- Ormerod (moods) 2-6 
Leo the Late Bloomer-Kraus (maturing) 4-8 
Let’s Talk About Being Helpful-Berry  (helping) 4-8 
Olivia-Falconer (maturing) 2-8 
Owen-Henkes  (favorite blanket) 2-6 
Rainbow Fish-Pfister (a child feels “different” and  seeks friends) 0-6 
Ruby in Her Own Time-Emmett (maturing) 2-6 
There’s Nothing to Do-Mathews (boredom) 3-6 
Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods That Make My Day-   Curtis (moods) 4-8 
 
BABYSITTERS 
Don’t  Forget to Come Back-Harris (babysitter) 4-8 
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SCIENCE  
Bear Shadow-Asch 3-7 
Born to be a Butterfly-Wallace 3-6 
Bug Safari-Barner 4-8 
Can’t Sit Still-Lotz (seasons) 4-8 
The Carrot Seed-Krauss 0-4 
Caves and Caverns-Gibbons 7-10 
Clemintina’s Cactus-Keats (desert cactus) 4-8 
Fall Leaves Fall-Hall (Fall) 3-7 
The Great Kapok Tree: a Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest -Cherry 4-8 
Hattie and the Fox-Fox (a predator) 4-8 
Hissss!-Inkpen (leaking air) 2-5 
How Groundhog’s Garden Grew-Cherry (gardening) 5-10 
In for Winter, Out for Spring-Adoff 6-10 
Insectlopedia:  Poems and Paintings-Florian 4-10 
Jimmy Zangwow’s Out-of-this-World Moon-Pie Adventure-DiTerlizzi 4-8 
Joyful Noise:  Poems for Two Voices-Fleischman (insects)   4-12 
Leaf Jumpers-Gerber (leaves in the Fall) 4-7 
Lizards, Frogs and Polliwogs-Florian 4-10 
Looking Down-Jenkins visual perception of Earth) 4-10 
My Spring Robin-Rockwell 4-7 
The Mystery of Mars-Ride & O’Shaughnessy 10+ 
No Place Like Home-Emmett (animal homes) 3-6 
Oddhopper Opera: A Bug’s Garden of Verses-Cyrus 6-9 
Owl Moon-Yolen (Winter) 4-8 
Paper,Paper,Everywhere-Gibbons (manufacturing paper) 6-9 
Prize in the Snow-Easterling (animal starvation) 5-8 
Rabbit’s Good News- Bornstein (Spring) 4-8 
Rain-Spier 4-7 
Rattlesnakes-Lee 5-10 
Rub-a-Dub Sub-Ashman (marine animals) 4-8 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree-Gibbons 4-8 
The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter Solstice-   Pfeffer 4-8 
Starting Life Butterfly-Llewllyn 5-9 
Stop That Noise!-Geraghty (conservation) 4-7 
Sun Up, Sun Down-Gibbons 4-8 
To Space and Back-Ride & Okie 8+ 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Carle 1-4 
Volcanoes Journey to the Crater’s Edge-Burleigh 8+ 
What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?-Jenkins & Page (animal differences) 2-6 
What the Moon Saw-Wildsmith (animals, comparisons) 4-8 
When the Moon is Full:  A Lunar Year-Pollock 4-8 
Where are the Night Animals?-Fraser 4-7 
Where’s Spot?-Hill (animal differences) 1-4 
Why Do Leaves Change Color?-Maestro 6-12 
Wild, Wild Sunflower Child Anna-Carlstrom (Summer) 4-8 
 
 
MATH 
Bicycle Ride-Crews (number words to 12) 6-9 
Circles, Triangles and Squares-Hoban 5-8 
Clifford’s Busy Week-Bridwell  (days of the week) 4-6 
Each Orange Had 8 Slices: a Counting Book-Giganti (simple addition) 4-7 
How Many Snails? a Counting Book-Giganti (counting to 25) 4-7 
One Red Sun: a Counting Book-Keats 0-4 
Splash-Jonas (simple counting) 2-5 
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Today is Monday-Carle (days of the week) 2-6 
 
 
MUSIC 
Bingo-Wells 0-3 
Ella Fitzgerald the Tale of a Vocal Virtuosa-Rosen 4-12 
Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night-Spier 4-8 
Follow the Drinking Gourd-Winter (folk song) 4-8 
Henry the Steinway a Star is Born-Coveleskie 4-8 
If You’re Happy and You Know It-Carter 2-6 
If You’re Happy and You Know It-Ormerod 2-6 
The Itsy-Bitsy Spider-Wells 0-6 
The Itsy-Bitsy Spider-Siomades 0-5 
Mary Wore Her Red Dress-Peek 2-5 
Phoebe’s Fabulous Father-Campbell (cellist) 4-8 
The Remarkable Farkle McBride-Lithgow (musical child prodigy) 4-10 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear a Classic Action-Hague 2-5 
What a Wonderful World-Weiss & Thiele 4-8 
The Wheels on the Bus-Kovalski 4-8 
 
ART 
Baby Einstein: the ABC’s of Art-Aigner-Clark 1-8 
Camille and the Sunflowers: a Story About Vincent van Gogh-    Anholt 7-11 
Magpie Magic:  a Tale of Colorful Mischief-Wilson 3-7 
You Can’t Take a Balloon Into the Metropolitan Museum-   Weitzman & Glasser  5-10 
 

SPORTS 
The Babe and I-Adler (baseball player Babe Ruth) 6-9 
Home Run:  the Story of Babe Ruth-Burleigh 4-10 
Major Taylor Champion Cyclist-Cline-Ransome 4-8 
OUTside Inside Poems-Adoff (baseball) 6-10 
Sports! Sports! Sports! A Poetry Collection-Hopkins   6-9 
 
GRANDPARENTS 
Abuelita Luna:  Perdio Su Voz!-Edwards (in Spanish) 4-8 
Bigmama’s-Crews (visiting grandmother in the 40’s South) 4-8 
The Doorbell Rang-Hutchins (baking cookies with grand-mother) 3-7 
Grandfather’s Journey-Say (visits between Japan/USA)4-8 
Grandma’s Beach-Beardshaw (grandmo. babysits) 2-8 
Gugu’s House-Stock (grandma lives in Africa) 5-8 
I Already Know I Love You-Crystal 4-8 
I Loved You Before You Were Born-Bowen (paternal grandmother thinks about baby before birth) 2-6 
Little Red Riding Hood-Hyman (grandmo. is saved from  the wolf)  4-7 
Morning on the Lake-Waboose (grandfa. & grandson take a  wilderness adventure) 8-12 
The Napping House-Wood (grandmother shares her bed) 2-6 
Night Noises-Fox (grandmother is surprised on her birthday)  4-8 
The Patchwork Quilt-Flournoy (grandmother shares a family  quilt) 4-8 
Peek-a-Boo Baby-Intrater (multi-cultural baby faces in a lift the flap book) 0-4 
A Picnic in October-Bunting (Statue of Liberty)6-9 
Robert Lives with His Grandparents-Hickman (separation from parents) 6-12 
Saying Goodbye to Grandma-Thomas (funeral) 7-10 
Seal Surfer-Foreman (a boy and his grandfa. visit  the beach) 5-9 
Three Strong Women-Stamm (Japanese tall tale) 7-12 
Thunder Cake-Polacco (grandmother helps cure fears) 4-8 
Trick or Treat Neat!-Spafford (grandmo. has costumes in her attic) 4-7 
Valentine-Carrick (grandmother babysits on Valentine’s Day)  3-7 
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The Wednesday Surprise-Bunting (grandmother learns to read) 6-12 
William’s Doll-Zolotow (grandmother understands why a  grandson plays with a doll) 2-5 
 
HISTORY  
America the Beautiful-Bates 7-11 
America:  A Patriotic Primer-Cheney  6-12 
The Bill of Rights-Colman 8-12 
The Blizzard-Wright (olden days school) 5-11 
Dandelions-Bunting (early territory settlers in Neb.) 6-10 
Harvesting Hope:  the Story of Cesar Chavez-Krull    (CA migrant conditions) 6-9 
Henry Hikes to Fitchburg-Johnson (Henry Thoreau’s   “simple way” to travel) 
Johnny Appleseed-Demuth (American folklore) 4-7 
Li’l Dan the Drummer Boy a Civil War Story-Bearden 7-10 
Little House in the Big Woods-Ingalls (early settlers) 7-10 
The Man Who Walked Between the Towers-Gerstein (1974 tight-walk between NY City buildings) 4-8 
Miss Rumphius-Cooney (early wanderer planting flowers)   4-8 
Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride-Krensky (Revolutionary War)   8-12 
Potato-Lied (depression years) 5-10 
Sarah Morton’s Day:  A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Girl-   Waters 4-8 
Stars and Stripes-Thomson (flag history) 6-12 
The Star-Spangled Banner-Sonneborn 7+ 
Wagon Wheels-Brenner (early settlers in Kansas) 7-10 
 
ADVENTURE 
Altoona Baboona-Bynum, Janie (a silly hot air balloon ride) 3-7 
Anansi and the Magic Stick-Kimmel (a trickster tale) 4-8 
The Ballymara Flood-Stuart (a bathtub overflows to flood an Irish town) 5-8 
The Bee Man of Orn-Stockton (re-illustrated classic tale) 6-10 
The Boy Who Held Back the Sea-Locker  (a Dutch boy plugs a leaking dike 6-10) 
Bridge to  Terabithia-Patterson 9-12 
The Chronicles of Narnia-Lewis (classic adventure in a fictional country) 9-12 
Counting Crocodiles-Sierra (a trickster tale) 3-7 
Dinosaurumpus!-Mitton (rhyming fun with motions) 4-8 
Duck on a Bike-Shannon (animals go bike-riding) 4-8 
The Girl, the Fish and the Crown-Heyer (a girl learns compassion)7-12 
I Took My Frog to the Library-Kimmel 3-7 
If Roast Beef Could Fly-Leno 5-10 
Jack and the Beanstalk-Howe 6-9 
Jimmy Zangwow’s Out-of-This-World Moon-Pie 
Adventure-DiTerlizzi  4-8 
Julie of the Wolves-George (coming of age Eskimo girl) 8-12 
Last Night at the Zoo-Garland (animals escape from  the zoo in this silly rhyming tale) 4-8 
Maniac Magee-Spinelli (a street kid awes his friends) 8-12 
Raising Dragons-Nolen 6-9 
Rowan of Rin –Rodda (magic helps in fighting a dragon)9-12 
Sam Finds a Monster-Labatt 3-7 
Stellaluna-Cannon (baby bat gets lost) 4-8 
The Story of Red Rubber Ball-Levy (a red ball encounters different animals) 2-5 
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble-Steig 3-7 
The Tailypo: A Ghost Story-Galdone 5-9 
Two Bad Ants-Van Allsburg 4-8 
 
HUMOR 
A Fox Got My Sox-Offen (rhyming fun with actions) 3-7 
Amelia Bedelia’s Family Album-Parrish 4-7 
Awful Ogre’s Awful Day-Prelutsky (ghouls and ogres) 4-10 
Beast Feast-Florian 4-10 
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The Butterfly Jar-Moss 7-11 
The Cat in the Hat-Seuss 4-8 
Catbirds and Dogfish-Most 5-8 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs-Barret (weather nonsense) 4-11   
Frindle-Clements 8-12 
Green Eggs and Ham-Seuss 4-8 
The Hat-Brett (winter story of animals) 3-7 
I Saw You in the Bathtub and Other Rhymes-Schwartz 4-8 
If Roast Beef Could Fly-Leno 5-10 
My Little Sister Ate One Hare-Grossman 4-8 
Paper Bag Princess-Munsch (fractured fairytale) 4-8 
Runny Babbitt: a Billy Sook-Silverstein 7-10 
Three Strong Women-Stamm (1990 Edition) 7-12 
Thunder Rose-Nolen (tall tale) 5-8 
Zomo the Rabbit: A Trickster Tale from West Africa-  McDermott  4-8 
 
CITY/COUNTRY LIVING 
Abuela-Dorros (Spanish culture in NY City) 4-8 
Amish Home-Bial (Country Amish) 7-12 
Building a House-Barton 2-5 
Can’t Sit Still-Lotz (seasons in the city)4-8 
Clemintina’s Cactus-Keats (desert) 4-8 
I Am America-Smith (multicultural growing up) 4-8 
The Little House-Burton (changes from rural to city)4-7 
Max Found Two Sticks-Pinkney (city) 4-8 
Mr. Pine’s Purple House-Kessler (2000 Edition) city 3-8 
Mrs. Katz and Tush-Polacco (city) 4-8 
Neighborhood Mother Goose-Crews (city) 0-10 
Secret Place-Bunting (city) 4-8 
Tar Beach-Ringgold (city) 4-8 
This House is Made of Mud-Buchanan  English-Spanish bilingual) 2-5 
Trupp-Cannon (fictional animal in the city) 4-8 
Working Cotton-Williams (migrant workers in rural California) 6-12 
 
MILITARY & FAMILY CONNECTIONS 
Let’s Talk About Being Helpful-Berry  3-6 
Counting Kisses: A Kiss & Read Book-Katz 0-4 
Daddy Kisses-Gutman & Hallensleber  0-3 
Good Night Copycub- Edwards (bedtime story) 2-5 
Guess How Much I Love You-McBratney (Father/Child Love) 0-4 
How My Parents Learned to Eat-Friedman  (Navy) 4-8 
Hugs, Hugs, Hugs and Kisses, Kisses, Kisses-Miglis  3-7 
I Love My Daddy-Braun (father/child love) 4-8 
I Love My Mom-Braun (mother/child love) 2-5 
Koala Lou-Fox (child & mother show love) 4-8 
Little Bear-Minarik (tenderness between Mother/Child) 3-7 
Love You Forever-Munsch (mother’s love for child) 4-8 
Mama, Do You Love Me?-Joosse (a child tests her mother’s love) 4-6 
My Mother is Mine-Bauer (mother traits portrayed by animals) 1-5 
Night Shift Daddy-Spinelli (father/daughter love) 2-8 
Peek-a-Boo, You!-Intrater (multicultural baby  faces ) 0-4 
Please, Baby, Please-Lee  (baby’s antics keep mother busy) 0-4 
What Moms Can’t Do-Wood (humor about mom as the child sees things) 2-6 
When Dad’s at Sea-Pelton (absent parent) 3-7 
While You are Away-Spenilli (children of military parents talk) 3-7 
You Are My Perfect Baby-Thomas 0-3 


